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In 1897, a young British army officer 
serving in India, preparing to launch 
his political career, asked his mother 
to send him the most recent 27 
volumes of The Annual Register.
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In 1897, a young army officer, preparing to 
launch his political career, asked his 

mother to send him 27 volumes of The 
Annual Register.

Within two years, this young politician 
was appearing in The Annual Register
himself. It would be the first of many 
appearances.
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He went on to become 
Prime Minister in 1940, 
leading Britain to victory 
in the Second World 
War.
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When he died in 1965, The Annual 
Register devoted a special preface to 
him. 
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• To mark the 250th birthday of The Annual 
Register, ProQuest is offering a year’s free 
access to the online version to all public 
libraries in the UK. 

• The free access period begins on 1 July
• Sign up on stand today to register!

Free access



• The 250th volume of The Annual Register, 
covering the year 2008, will be published 
this year.

• It should be available online by the end of 
August.

• Special features include a commemorative 
essay by M. R. D. Foot and a speculative 
essay looking forward to 2049 by Paul 
Rogers.

250th anniversary



Contents

The early Annual 
Register was 
edited by 
Edmund Burke . 
Early volumes 
began with a 
Historical Essay 
on the year’s 
events.



Contents

The early 
volumes also 
include various 
scientific 
observations, 
essays, poems 
and other 
extracts from 
magazines and 
books.



Contents

Today, the first 
section of The 
Annual 
Register
includes an 
entry for each 
country 
summarising 
important 
developments.



Contents

The second half 
covers international 
organisations, the 
economy, science, 
law, religion, the arts, 
and sport, plus a 
chronicle of events, 
obituaries and 
selected documents.
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From Waterloo to Watergate, from 
James Cook to Jamie’s 
cookbooks, The Annual Register
describes things as they were 
seen at the time.
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